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journal, Satyavadhi, both short lived ventures. But his penchant was always for social reform.
Journals like these led to a great literary activity and many were the journals which were
devoted to literature, though often times they Indulged in bitter, mutual attacks. Even such
attacks were highly literary and informative. Komarraju Venkata Lakshmana Rau, the pioneer
in modern research, wrote that he had learnt with ease the entire Telugu grammar on going
through an acrimonious controversy between two scholars, however unseemly it was. One of
thje journals he was referring to was the famous Amudrita Grantha Gintamatn! of Nellore edited
by Poondla Ramakrishnayya.

Until the turn of the century the main themes of the journals were social reform or opposition
to it, literary expositions, and translations of news items from English journals. Original news
items were rare. There was no determined opposition to any of the administrative actions of
the British rulers. The language was mostly literary. Twentieth century began with political
writings. However, articles on literary and historical topics continued to appear. There was a
greater analytical approach and deeper understanding of the subject than in the earlier days.
Studies of newly-discovered epigraphs gained priority in due course.

In the ultimate analysis it must be agreed that the Telugu journals, before the advent
of the twentieth century, had devoted adequate space for our culture though they could not
divest themselves of the deep-rooted beliefs in religious and caste denominations which they
had mistaken to be natural. Nevertheless, the few persons who had by then visited or had
their training in foreign countries had influenced to some extent the outlook of some of the
writers in these journals, it must also be accepted that the simple methods of worship and
the need for a spirit of brotherhood as adumbrated by the Brahma Samaj, had exercised its
effects and influences on many a writer.

Journals to popularise the ideas radiated by the Indian National Congress had started
operating since the inception of that nationalist organisation. Andhra Praka&ika was one of
them having begun publication as early as in 1886; it was a news weekly published from
Madras by one A.C. Parthasarathy Naldu. Yet another journal which was publishing political
news was

Madras, being the seat of the then provincial government, was also the centre of printing
activity. But there were many other towns from where journals were published. Rajahmundry
was one of them. Hyderabad was the seat of a state government, ruled by a set of
draconian laws and It had become impossible for any one to publish a journal. Before the
dost of the nlnteenth century and the dawn of the twentieth century there used to be a
Telugu fortnightly Dlnavartamtna publishing mostly news items which would not antagonise
the Nizam's government but would keep the people informed of the various developments in
the state. That fttttf needed a great courage In those days.